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was a visitor at the house of Eobert Owen, the
celebrated socialist of New Lanark, Owen's wife
being our cousin. Partly for the pleasure of the
argument, she used to plead for the dreams of
this benevolent enthusiast, disturbing my childish
ideas of the human world, as the books of astronomy
disturbed ideas of the material universe. Also
her reports of the family of her cousin, Sir
Guy Campbell, who married a daughter of Lord
Edward Fitzgerald, the famous Irish patriot,
added interest to the reports of contemporary
Irish agitation, led in the early 'Thirties by
Daniel O'Connell, and in the affairs of Ireland,
to-day administered by the great-grandson of
Lord Edward Fitzgerald.

Local history and its educating influence must
not be overlooked in a retrospect of those far-
off days. On the shore of Loch Etive, a quarter
of a mile from the manse, are the picturesque
ruins of the Priory of Ardchattan. The prior's
house was the modern mansion of the laird.
The Priory, the charming well-timbered parks
which surround it, and the well and chapel of
St Modan on the hill, were my favourite haunts.
They awakened dreams of bygone centuries, when its healthy realism. My auntee books of pious, of thes of a Grand-pbell, we are told,
